Cryopreservation of equine embryos.
Principles and procedures for cryopreservation of equine embryos are described. Embryos less than 250 microM in diameter can be cryopreserved successfully if glycerol is used as the cryoprotectant. Cooling is takes place in such a way that most of the water leaves the cells before intracellular ice forms, and glycerol is removed after thawing without undue osmotic swelling of cells. Vitrification procedures also show promise for small embryos. Satisfactory procedures for cryopreserving embryos of more than 250 microM in diameter are not yet available.